
 

Fall 2020 Bridge Lessons 
Online! with Kim Gilman 

What Do I Need to Join In?
Welcome to Online Bridge Classes for Fall 2020! You can enjoy learning 
and improving your bridge play as long as you have: a computer, laptop, or 
tablet; a good Internet connection; and the ability to comfortably use Zoom 
and an Internet window at the same time. I will provide free computer and 
Zoom training prior to the start of each course. 

What Level are the Classes?
My classes are divided into three categories: 1.) Learn to Play Bridge (see 
my website under Beginner Classes for details); 2.) Advanced Beginner & 
Up — suitable if you have recently learned to play, or still consider yourself 
a relative newcomer;  3.) Intermediate & Up — appropriate for duplicate 
bridge players, or those who are ready to gain a competitive edge.

You Say We Play Bridge Hands During the Lesson?
In all my classes, students play hands online to practice what you’re 
learning. We start on Zoom, where I teach a lively lesson! Then, we 
transition to the wonderful and amazing Shark Bridge Classroom for you to 
practice. After each deal, I “replay” it showing all four hands, so you can 
see the correct techniques. You receive full hand write-ups after class.

How do I Sign Up?
To register for any course — e-mail me at kgilman11@gmail.com. 
I collect payment in advance via Venmo, Zelle, or a check in the mail. 
Unfortunately at this time I cannot accept single-class “drop-ins” or pro-
rated registrations, due to the extra complexities of the online environment.
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I am excited to announce my bridge classes for Fall 2020. (See pages 5-6 
for Intermediate & Up.) I look forward to seeing you online for some great 
learning & play!

Classes for Advanced Beginners & Up

“Dazzling Defense!”

10:00-11:50 AM Tue. & Fri. mornings, four weeks, 8 classes
Sept. 22, 25, 29, Oct. 2, 6, 9, 13, 16

Defense provides some of the most fun in bridge, as it's here that you really 
must communicate with your partner. When you're in sync and set the 
contract by working together, the results can be 💥  dazzling!💥  

Topics to be covered in this course include: 💥  Third Hand High? Second 
Hand Low? 💥  Knowing What’s in Your Partner’s Hand 💥  Signaling Your 
Partner 💥  Opening Leads 💥  Choosing a Defensive Strategy 

Class Fee: $145 per person or $250 for a partnership. Sign up with your 
favorite partner if you can, as defense requires a joint effort! Singles are 
welcome and will be paired up in class. 

“Defense, Part 2”

10:00-11:50 AM Tue. & Fri. mornings, four weeks, 8 classes
Oct. 20, 23, 27, 30, Nov. 3, 6, 10, 13

If you have completed Dazzling Defense and are ready for more, this class 
will take your defensive skills to the next level. We will cover topics such as: 
♦ Active vs. Passive Defense ♦ Lead Up to Weakness ♦ Count Declarer’s 
Tricks  ♦ Choose Your Discards Wisely ♦ Tap Declarer’s Trumps ♦ Count 
Signals  ♦ Trump Promotions ♦

Class Fee: $145 per person or $250 for a partnership.  
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“Demon Declarers!”

7:00-8:50 PM Mon. & Wed. evenings, four weeks, 8 classes
  Sept. 14, 16, 21, 23, 30, Oct. 5, 7, 12

Learn the fundamental techniques for taking all your tricks as Declarer. This 
is a phenomenal series which will greatly enhance your ability to make your 
contracts! We’ll cover “play of the hand” in both no-trump and suit 
contracts, with lots of practice hands included. Note: in our Shark Bridge 
classroom, each student gets to declare every hand!

Included Topics: ♣ Making a Plan ♣ All Kinds of Finesses ♣ Ruffing in 
Dummy ♣ Discarding Losers ♣ Playing Dummy’s Long Suit ♣ Winning the 
No-trump Race ♣ Holding Up Your Ace in No Trump ♣ The Hidden Dummy

Class fee: $145 per person

“Bidding in Competitive Auctions”
My wonderful colleague Nathalie Tabor will be my co-teacher

7:00-8:50 PM Tues. & Thurs. evenings, five weeks, 10 classes
Oct. 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 29, Nov. 3, 5, 10, 12

This series is always very popular, since learning how to bid when both 
sides are in the auction is essential and challenging! If you have completed 
a Beginner course, you’re ready for this class. Topics will include: ♠ Weak 
2’s and Weak 3’s ♠ Overcalls ♠ Weak Jumps ♠ Takeout Doubles ♠  Cue 
Bids ♠ Penalty Doubles.

Cost: $180 per person or $300 for a partnership. Sign up with your favorite 
partner if you can, as competitive bidding requires mutual understanding! 
Singles are welcome and will be paired up in class.
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"Popular Conventions”
I will be co-teaching this course with the amazing Nathalie Tabor

1:00 - 2:50 PM Mon. & Wed. afternoons, four weeks, 8 classes
Oct 19, 21, 26, 28, Nov. 2, 4, 9, 11

Stayman, Jacoby Transfers, Strong 2C Openings, & Blackwood: These 
basic conventions are among the most helpful bidding tools in bridge. Even 
if you already play them, this class will help you get to know them inside 
and out. And if you recently learned bridge, come master these popular 
conventions your bridge-playing friends already use!

Course Fee: $145 per person or $250 for a partnership. Sign up with your 
favorite partner if you can, as conventions require mutual understanding! 
Singles are welcome and will be paired up in class. 

Special Saturday Morning “Learning Games” on BBO

9:30-11:30 Kim’s Learning Games — with Co-Teacher and Director 
extraordinaire, Elizabeth Gompels

Advanced Beginner Level. This course utilizes a BBO novice tournament, 
where you will play for real ACBL master points while still having a teacher 
there to help. There will be no pre-set topics, but I will select interesting 
hands to reinforce bidding, play, & defensive strategies. After every two 
hands, I will review them and answer questions.  Class #1 on October 10 is 
free except for the $5 BBO fee—see if this is right for you!

Dates: Oct. 10 ($5 intro). Series of five classes: Oct. 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14.

Cost for the 5-week course: $75 (plus $5 per game to BBO). Pre-payment 
for all five is required. Partners guaranteed. This class is sponsored by the 
Family Friendly Bridge Club; all are welcome.
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Classes for Intermediates & Up

“Fiendish Declarers”  
10:00-11:50 AM Eight weeks, Monday and Wednesday mornings

Option of Mondays only, or Monday + Wednesday
Mondays  Sept. 14, 21, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, Nov. 2, 9
Wednesdays  Sept. 16, 23, Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28, Nov. 4, 11

You already know about finesses and setting up long suits. Now start to 
play like an expert — fiendishly! Adding these techniques to your repertoire 
will greatly enhance your ability to make your contracts. Note: In our Shark 
Bridge online classroom, each student gets to declare every hand!

Tentative Topics for Fiendish Declarers: ♥ Take All Your Chances   
♥ The Simple Squeeze ♥ Remember the Bidding! ♥ The Dummy Reversal  
♥ Bad Trump Splits & Safety Plays ♥ Throw-Ins & End Plays ♥ Who Has 
the Missing Honors? (Counting!) ♥ Take All Your Chances, Part 2

This is a Monday/Wednesday course with two options for enrollment:
On Mondays you will learn and practice a specific declarer play technique. 
On Wednesdays you’ll practice more, with an explanation after each hand.

Cost: Monday only: $145. All 16 classes on Mondays & Wednesdays: $240 

“Defense, Part 2”
10:00-11:50 AM Tue. & Fri. mornings, four weeks, 8 classes

Oct. 20, 23, 27, 30, Nov. 3, 6, 10, 13

If you took Dazzling Defense and are ready for more, or if you already 
understand defensive basics, this class will take your skills to the next level. 
We will cover topics such as: ♦ Active vs. Passive Defense ♦ Lead Up to 
Weakness ♦ Count Declarer’s Tricks ♦ Choose Your Discards Wisely ♦ Tap 
Declarer’s Trumps ♦ Count Signals  ♦ Trump Promotions

Class Fee: $145 per person or $250 for a partnership.  
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Classes with Zach Grossack

I am thrilled to feature four-time National Champion Zach Grossack as star 
teacher for a series of online lessons this Fall. These are most suitable for 
Intermediates and Up.
 
Zach not only excels in bridge play, but is also a pro at teaching the game 
to those who are learning and improving. Zach engages students with 
succinct and memorable bridge tips, combined with fascinating real-life 
examples and lots of humor. In all Zach's classes, you will learn a useful 
bridge strategy, then play practice hands in class with immediate feedback 
from Zach. See my website for more details.

Tentative dates for Zach's upcoming classes are:
Thursday afternoons, 3:30 - 5:15 PM

Series 1:  September 10, 17, 24
“Avoid These Common Mistakes”

Series 2:  October 8, 15, 22
“Zach’s Tips for Tops”

♠        ♥        ♣     ♦


To request registration for these or any of my bridge classes for Fall 2020, 
please send an e-mail to kgilman11@gmail.com

Up-to-date details for all my classes, including several 
offerings for brand new Beginners, are on my website:

www.bridgewithkim.com
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